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Grammar: Phrasal Verbs 

Phrasal Verbs Reference List 

Phrasal verbs are verbs that are made up of a main verb and followed by particle, usually prepositions. Most 

phrasal verbs are two or three words and can be quite challenging for English learners as they can be literal 

or figurative in meaning.  

IMPORTANT 

Remember that separable phrasal verbs using a pronoun as the object of the verb MUST be separated (I 

brought them up NOT I brought up them) 

Alphabetical order Phrasal verb Meaning 

A Ask out Ask someone to go on a date 

B Bring about 

Bring up 

Cause 

1) rear children  

2) mention or introduce a topic 

C Call back 

Call off 

Call on  

Catch up with 

 

Check in 

Come across 

Return a telephone call 

Cancel 

visit 

Reach the same position or level as 

someone 

Register at a hotel 

Meet by chance 

D Do over 

Drop out 

Repeat 

Stop going to school 

F Figure out 

Fill in 

Find the answer by logic 

Complete 

G Get along with Have a good relation with 

 Get in, get into Enter a car/ arrive 

 Get over Recover 

 Get up Arise from bed, a chair etc. 

 Give up Stop doing something 

 Grow up Become an adult 

H Hand in Submit 

 Hand out Distribute 

K Keep up with Stay at the same position or level 

L Look after Take care of 

  Be careful 

 look up Look for information in a reference 

book 

M Make up Invent  

N Name after Give a baby the name of someone else 

P Pass away  Die 

 Pick out Select 

 Put off Postpone 
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 Put on Dress/ wear 

 Put out Extinguish a cigarette, fire… 

R Run into Meet by chance 

 Run across Find by chance 

 Run out of Finish a supply of something 

S Show up Appear, come to 

 Shut off Stop a machine, equipment, light etc. 

T Take after Resemble 

 Take off 1. Remove clothing 

2. Leave on a trip 

3. leave the ground (plane) 

 Take up Begin a new activity 

 Think over Consider 

 Throw away Discard; get rid of 

 Try on Put on clothing to see if it fits 

 Turn down 1. Reduce the volume 

2. Reject 

 Turn off Stop a machine, equipment, light etc. 

 Turn on Start a machine, equipment, light etc. 

   

 

More phrasal  verbs here 
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